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A  Preliminary  Statement 


Come  next  June  I  will  have  been  in  the  minis- 
try twenty-five  years .   Never  in  all  that 
time  did  I  use  the  format  that  I  plan  to  use 
today  -  The  Open  Letter. 


The  concerns  that  prompted  an  open  letter  to 
Billy  Graham  will  become  apparent  as  I  read 
it.   I  address  myself,  not  so  much  to  Billy 
Graham  the  man,  as  to  the  position  he  repre- 
sents in  the  religious  life  of  America.   The 
aim  is  to  generate  national  discussion  on  the 
issues  raised. 


The  President's  announcement  last  night  that 
bombing  in  North  Vietnam  north  of  the  20th 
parallel  will  soon  be  suspended  does  not 
materially  affect  the  argument  of  this  letter  • 
although  the  letter  was  completed  and  released 
prior  to  that  announcement . 


Dr.  Graham  was  apprised  last  Friday  by  tele- 
gram that  this  open  letter  would  be  read  today, 
A  copy  of  the  full  text  was  air-mailed  to  him 
that  same  day. 


AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  BILLY  GRAHAM 


Dear  Dr.  Graham: 

Greetings  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  and  Savior 
Jesus  Christ.   I  address  you  as  a  fellow-minister  of 
the  gospel  and  as  one  who  has  more  respect  for  the 
work  you  represent  than  you  might  at  first  suspect., 
My  earlier  years  were  spent  in  the  theological  tradi- 
tion in  which  you  make  your  home.   In  search  of  an 
education  both  of  us  touched  down  at  the  same  college 

although  at  different  times.   We  met  once,  more 
than  twenty  years  ago,  in  the  Pocono  Mountains  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  share  a  host  of  mutual  friends  — 
including  your  able  chorister  Cliff  Barrows. 

Knowing  from  some  modest  experience  in  the  field 
the  severe  strains  and  pressures  that  go  with  itiner- 
ant preaching,  I  commend  you  for  your  remarkable 
durability  and  fiscal  integrity.   You  have  worn  with 
meekness  the  honors  and  recognition  that  have  come 
your  way.   Your  zeal  and  commitment  are  as  strong 
today  as  when  you  started.   I  have  long  envied  your 
composure  under  fire  and  your  ability  to  parry  skill- 
fully with  newsmen  and  reporters  in  neutral  or  hostile 
settings. 

The  immediate  provocation  for  this  open  letter  is 
your  failure  to  date  to  respond  to  a  telegram  sent  to 
you  at  your  Montreat ,  North  Carolina  address  on  Decem- 
ber 20,  1972  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  W.  Andersen,  in  his 
capacity  as  chairman  for  Key  '73  in  the  Chicagoland 
area.   Dr.  Andersen  is  the  respected  pastor  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  LaGrange ,  Illinois.   He 
has  graciously  shared  with  me  the  full  text  of  his 
telegram,  part  of  which  was  reported  in  the  New  York 
Times  on  December  23rd.   The  entire  message  read: 

"Dear  Dr.  Graham: 

I  have  sent  telegrams  to  President  Nixon 
deploring  the  unlimited  bombing  the  United 
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States  is  unleashing  on  Vietnam. 

My  voice  before  the  President  is  nothing, 
but  you  have  access  to  him  that  no  other 
minister  of  God  has.   If  you  deplore  the 
bombing  also,  I  beg  you  to  raise  your  voice 
as  a  prophet ,  like  Nathan  of  old ,  in  pro- 
test to  the  President,  imploring  him  to 
stop  the  bombing- immediately. 

Bombing  any  time  is  despicable  -  but  to 
renew  unlimited  bombing  when  "peace  is  at 
hand,"  and  to  beat  the  Vietnamese  to  their 
knees ,  and  to  kill  thousands  more  in  the 
name  of  peace ,  just  so  that  we  can  have 
our  way,  is  outrageous . 

In  the  name  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Lord  and  Savior,  do  something 
to  stop  it!" 

/s/  Dr.  Henry  W.  Andersen 

Chicagoland  Key  '73  Chairman 

Your  long-standing  friendship  with  Richard  Nixon 
is  well  known  as  is  your  public  endorsement  of  his  can- 
didacy for  re-election  to  the  office  of  President. 
There  is  nothing  amiss  here.   The  President  is  enti- 
tled to  supportive  friends.   Every  citizen  has  a  right 
to  back  the  nominee  of  his  choice. 

Dr.  Andersen's  unanswered  telegram,  however, 
stresses  the  stewardship  of  privilege.   As  Scripture 
puts,  it,  "To  whom  much  is  given,  of  him  shall  much  be 
required."  Most  of  us  in  this  country,  whether  cleri- 
cal or  lay,  are  like  many  of  our  modern  highways:   we 
are  "limited  access"  people.   Under  the  providence  of 
God  you  have  been  afforded  generous  access  to  the  in- 
ner circles  that  develop  and  execute  national  policy. 
As  one  of  the  "near  voices"  within  hearing  distance 
of  the  throne  you  surely  bear  a  responsibility  to  cri- 
tique government  policy  as  well  as  bless  it.   The  Pres- 
ident needs  a  Micaiah  not  a  Zedekiah,  a  prophet,  not 
a  mere  house  chaplain. 
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What  are  we  to  conclude  from  your  silence  in  the 
face  of  Dr*  Andersen's  request?  Those  of  us  who  pastor 
local  congregations  know  with  what  heaviness  of  heart 
our  people  celebrated  Christmas  this  year.   How  could 
it  be  otherwise  when  by  presidential  command  bombing 
nissions  were  resumed  over  North  Vietnam  when  peace 
negotiations  hit  a  snag  in  Paris?  Christmas  bells 
and  B-52  bombing  raids  are  a  hard  mix  to  assimilate. 

What  are  we  to  conclude  from  your  silence?  At 
least  five  possibilities  suggest  themselves: 

1.   You  did  not  receive  the  message. 

Should  this  be  the  case  there  is  still 
time  to  respond. 


~> 


You  received  the  message  and  made  some  unre- 
ported effort  to  influence  the  President  to 
stop  the  bombing. 

Should  this  be  the  case  it  is  crucially 
important  to  the  integrity  of  religion  in  this 
country  that  you  make  your  efforts  known. 
Since  your  areas  of  agreement  with  the  pre- 
sent administration  are  widely  known,  vour 
areas  of  disagreement  should  be  duly  publi- 
cized in  the  interest  of  giving  the  American 
people  an  accurate  picture  of  your  relation- 
ship to  presidential  power. 

You  received  the  message  and  did  not  agree 
with  its  agonizing  appraisal  of  the  bombing. 
In  this  case  we  would  hope  that  you  would 
share  your  reasoning  with  us  to  the  relief  of 
our  tortured  and  indignant  souls.   If  you 
nave  a  justifying  word,  you  owe  it  to  your 
suffering  fellow-countrymen  to  speak  it. 

You  received  the  message  and  agree  with  its 
general  intent  but  fear  that  any  forthright 
declaration  you  might  make  would  jeopardize 
your  connections  with  the  Establishment. 

In  this  case  we  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  your  "in"  with  the  powers  that  be  is 
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being  sustained  at  too  high  a  price.   At  what 
point  does  friendship  with  the  world  amount 
to  enmity  with  God? 

5,   You  received  the  message,  sympathized  with  its 
basic  sentiment,  but  lacked  a  theological  ra- 
tionale for  speaking  out. 

In  this  case  we  would  hope  that  you  would 
rediscover  the  richness  and  boldness  of  the 
prophetic  tradition  recorded  in  the  Scriptures 
Evangelists  across  the  years  have  been  known 
for  their  ability  to  come  down  hard  on  per- 
sonal sins  and  their  inability  (with  a  few 
notable  exceptions)  to  address  themselves  to 
matters  of  public  morality  and  the  common 
good.   There  is  no  sound  reason,  theological 
or  otherwise,  why  this  should  be  so.   Selec- 
tive silence  damages  the  cause  of  Christ. 

The  telegram  in  question  was  sent  by  a  responsible 
brother  in  Christ  on  behalf  of  a  responsible  body  of 
churchmen  who  believe  deeply  in  evangelism.   Moreover, 
those  who  dispatched  that  message  are  representative  of 
thousands  across  the  country  who  are  questing  for 
a  form  of  evangelism  that  has  for  its  aim  something  more 
than  the  interior  rejuvenation  of  individual  men  and 
women.   They  want  an  evangelism  that  touches  all  of 
life. 


So  much  for  the   immediate  provocation  that  prompt- 
ed this  open  correspondence ,   Let  me  move  on  and  speak 
to  a  related  concern  that  rises  from  a  deeper  provoca- 
tion of  many  years'  standings   That  concern  has  to  do 
with  the  essential  nature  of  Biblical  religion. 

It  appears  to  me  that  Christians  in  this  country, 
regardless  of  denomination  or  tradition,  are  becoming 
increasingly  divided  into  two  camps.   On  the  one  hand 
are  those  who  see  the  religious  life  as  centering  in 
a  personal  experience  of  God  that  finds  expression  in 
acts  of  private  and  corporate  devotion  and  individual 
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deeds  of  kindness.   On  the  other  hand  are  those  who 
see  the  religious  life  as  going  beyond  the  personal  to 
include  responsible  corporate  action  at  those  points 
in  society  where  justice  has  been  thwarted. 

The  question  at  issue  here  is  what  we  make  of  his- 
tory.  Those  who  interpret  the  new  life  in  Christ  in 
strictly  personal  terms  are  saying,  in  effect,  that 
history  has  no  value  in  itself  and  is  useful  only  in- 
sofar as  it  provides  occasions  for  the  soul  to  be 
found  of  God.   In  this  view  history  is  a  disposable 
wrapper  that  could  hardly  matter  less.   Economic  in- 
justices, racial  discrimination,  unemployment,  war, 
housing  for  the  poor,  questionable  national  priorities, 
etc.  are  not  legitimate  concerns  of  faith.   Salvation 
does  not  catapult  man  into  history,   it  helps  man  to 
endure  history  until  he  enters  upon  the  larger  life 
above. 

Whether  you  intend  it  so  or  not,  sir,  this  in 
broad  strokes  is  what  your  position  looks  like  to  out- 
siders like  myself.   If  this  is  an  unfair  character- 
ization of  your  position  I  would  welcome  your  correc- 
tions.  If  this  is  a  fair  and  reasonable  impression 
of  where  you  stand,  I  should  like  to  raise  with  you 
the  following  questions: 

1.  The  Holy  Spirit  who  indwells  believers  is  the 
same  Spirit  that  brought  creation  into  being. 
How  can  anything  in  the  created  order  (e.g. 
history)  be  "off  limits"  to  one  who  has  the 
Spirit  in  his  heart? 

2.  History  may  be  transient  and  ambiguous  but 
Biblical  religion  takes  history  seriously. 
God  is  the  Lord  of  history.   Christ  came  in- 
to history.   Christians  have  from  the  begin- 
ning prayed  that  God's  will  may  be  done  on 
earth,  even  as  it  is  in  heaven.   At  the  end 
of  time  we  look  for  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth.   Some  of  the  church's  finest  hours 
have  come  when  believers  bent  to  the  task 

of  grappling  with  entrenched  evil  against 
long  odds.   How  can  one  disparage  history 
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and  be  continuous  with  Biblical  revelation? 

3.  Those  who  disavow  social  action  as  a  proper 
expression  of  Christian  faith  become  the  will- 
ing or  unwilling  advocates  of  the  status  quo. 
What  does  this  say  to  minority  groups  and 
other  oppressed  peoples  for  whom  the  status 
quo  is  a  source  of  pain  and  deprivation? 

4.  "Christianity  Today"  in  its  issue  of  December 
22,  197  2,  quotes  you  as  saying  that  President 
Nixon  will  "be  putting  a  lot  more  emphasis  on 
moral  and  spiritual  affairs"  in  his  second 
term  because  he  realizes  that  "the  greatest 
problem  we're  facing  is  moral  permissiveness 
and  decadence."   Does  the  term  "moral"  have 
to  do  with  matters  of  personal  rectitude 
alone  or  does  it  have  to  do  as  well  with  the 
making  of  war,  the  spending  of  public  monies, 
the  flow  of  justice  in  the  courts,  the  aboli- 
tion of  racial  discrimination,  the  availabil- 
ity of  adequate  housing  to  every  citizen, 
tax  reform  and  other  issues  that  affect  the 
structures  under  which  we  live  together  as  a 
people? 

5.  In  representing  the  life  of  faith  as  a  person- 
al transaction  with  God  what  does  one  make  of 
the  social  pronouncements  of  the  prophets, 
Mary's  Magnificat,  the  quotation  from  Isaiah 
with  which  Jesus  inaugurated  his  ministry  In 
the  synagogue  at  Nazareth,  and  the  vision  of 
the  final  judgment  in  Matthew  25  where  the 
question  of  "knowing  Christ"  is  decided  on  the 
basis  of  one's  identification  with  the  hungry, 
the  thirsty,  the  naked,  the  sick,  and  the  im- 
prisoned? 

Because  of  your  high  visibility  you  have  a  unique 
opportunity  to  give  dramatic  definition  to  a  form  of 
evangelism  that  is  equally  comfortable  confronting  men 
and  women  with  the  claims  of  the  gospel  or  calling  the 
nation  to  a  new  fidelity  to  social  righteousness.   Mi- 
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grant  workers,  welfare  families,  prisoners,  ghetto 
school  children,  American  Indians  and  many  others 
would  be  heartened  by  your  advocacy.   Given  the  kind 
of  world  we  have  today,  withheld  advocacy  on  the  part 
of  Christians  gives  substance  to  the  charge  that  our 
faith  is  irrelevant. 

The  gospel  needs  to  be  articulated  in  our  society, 
But  it  can  also  be  argued  that  the  gospel  needs  very 
much  to  become  incarnate  in  our  society  in  the  form  of 
persons  who  are  willing  to  use  their  power  on  behalf 
of  the  powerless.   The  Word  made  flesh  should  not  be 
made  mere  word  again. 


The  two  camps  earlier  alluded  to  are  real,  but 
they  need  not  be  accepted  as  representing  altogether 
fixed  positions.   Indeed,  one  of  the  heartening  signs 
on  the  horizon  is  the  motion  that  one  senses  on  both 
sides.   Evangelicals  here  and  there  are  warming  to 
works  inspired  by  a  troubled  social  conscience,  while 
many  who  have  majored  in  the  reformation  of  society 
are  re-discovering  the  importance  of  personal  trust 
in  God. 

Key  '73  represents  a  glittering  opportunity  for 
Christians  in  this  country  to  come  to  terms  with  the 
comprehensiveness  of  the  gospel.   It  could  well  pro- 
vide the  occasion  for  the  closing  of  ranks  and  the  be- 
ginning of  a  rousing  effort  to  call  this  nation  to  un- 
precedented heights  of  faith  and  obedience.   A  new 
conception  of  evangelism  is  struggling  to  be  born.  You 
can  help  to  hasten  its  appearance. 

With  this  letter  comes  an  invitation  to  preach  in 
The  Riverside  Church  in  response  to  these  issues  and 
questions.   We  will  arrange  a  format  that  will  make 
provision  for  discussion  and  exchange.   All  that  is 
needed  is  your  consent  and  a  mutually  convenient  time. 

I  know  that  you  will  receive  this  communication 


in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  sent  —  the  spirit  of 
openness  and  genuine  concern. 

The  stakes  are  high.  The  time  is  short.  The  na- 
tion is  badly  torn.  Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead?  Why 
then  is  the  health  of  our  people  not  recovered? 

Sincerely, 

Ernest  T.  Campbell 


CLOSING  PRAYER 


We  bow  be.{one,The,e,,  God, 
a6  a  pnlx)<ile,ge.d  pe,ople, 

in  a  largely  undeApnA,vile,ge,d  wonZd. 

Fon.give,  ui> ,   e.ach  one., 

^on.  all  the,  way&  -  subtle,  and  he,avy-hande,d  - 
in  which  we  have,  -4 ought  to  uu>e.  oua  {^aith 
in  The,e,  to  ju&tZfiy  oun.  advantage 
OVeA  othe/u>. 

Von.give,  the  dX.vi&ioni>  that  man.  Iky  chuAch, 
the.  iaJL&e.  6e.pan.aJxon6  we  nave,  made, 

beXu)e,e.n  mind  and  he.ant,  i>ouJL  and  body, 
he,ave,n  and  e,anth,  piety  and  action, 
UXvJtgy  and  tlfie.. 

To  the,  e.nd  that  oa  one.  people,, 

unite.d  in  the,  boncU>  o^  the.  one,  SpinJX 

we  may  honon.  one.  Loud,  pn.o^eAA  one,  &cU£k, 
and  pn.adtic.e-  one.  baptism. 

To  Thy  name.' A  etexnal  pnaihe. 
thn.ou.gh  Je6o6  ChniAt  oun.  Lon.d. 

Amen. 
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